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ROTC: Dedicated to service ASSU votes double
New officers say name recognition, candy helped them win election
Joshua Lynch
Editor-in-chief
Voter turnout nearly doubled in
Associated Students of Seattle
University fall election in which
one race was decided by only three
votes, according to student governan

ment officials.

Jayme McNeill, third-year ROTC student, works out during a morning training session in the Astrogym
Fernando Sioson
Volunteer Writer
The U.S. Army trains young
and women from all over the
country to serve both within our
borders, abroad and overseas. For
many people this training process
begins as early as college. In the
case of those enrolled in the ROTC
program, U.S. Army training is a
reality and a part of their everyday
men

lives.
"It's not difficult to get up early.
I mean, you see the sunrise and
that's awesome," said Matt Frix,
sophomore business management
major and second year ROTC cadet. "Also, ROTC is a hell of a lot
offun."
ROTC, Reserve Officer Training
Corps, trains young men and women to be officers. ROTC cadets
go through four years of training

that involves developing leadership skills, creating teamwork and
learning about various aspects of
military science.
Once a cadet is finished with
all four years, he or she is required
to serve four years of active duty

Seven-hundred and sixty-five students voted in ASSU's fall election.
That's nearly double the number
of students who voted in last year's
fall election, according to ASSU
President Kai Smith.
Online polls were open Oct. 2224. Two of the five races were uncontested, and students were asked
only if they were in favor of the
candidate.
"It would be nice to have a choice
in all the elections," Smith said. "But
overall, more people running and voting shows a strong improvement."
The most contested race was for
freshmen representative, with five
candidates running. Freshman biology major Alanna Welsh beat out
Kaily Serralta by three votes—127

124—t0 take the position.
"I was really surprised," said
Welsh, who also serves on the
Residence Hall Association board.
"I didn't expect to win at all."
"I'm going to guess the candy
I gave out gave me the edge," she
added.
Welsh said her priorities in office will be getting more laundry
machines in the residence halls and
more study space for students.
Senior public affairs major Nicole
Hobbs was elected to commuter representative over Kelsey Kovach and
Matthew Enkema. Hobbs received
228 votes, Enkema received 174 and
Kovach had 173.
Hobbs said she will focus on increasing Zip Car membership and
create awareness about existing carpool systems. She'd also like the university to review its current number
and placing of bike racks.
"When I was walking around
campus looking for sigPage
natures," she said, "everyone was bringing up
to

biking."
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Volleyball loses in 4
Despite a third game rally, Cat State Bakersfield beats Seattle U

Synth changes cause outcry
Fine arts students upset with departmental cuts form new club, artsideout, to support fellow artists

Kassiopia Rodgers
Volunteer Writer
Arts majors are taking a stand as
their senior synthesis changes once
again.
The Fine Arts Department made
the decision late this summer to
change the senior synthesis class to
ART-475 "The Business ofArt." The
arts majors learned of this decision
via e-mail a couple weeks before
classes began.
"Senior synthesis was never intended to be a capstone for the major. [Its purpose] is to synthesize the
core education with the art," said
Carol Wolfe Clay, chair of the Fine
Arts Department.
Unsatisfied students have formed
artsideout, a club that at its core is
everything arts students would like
their department to be.
"I believe the amount of interest [in artsideout] parallels the

found it'; this is

dissatisfaction felt by students," said

'OK

Jenny Burrow, senior visual arts major and co-founder of the club.
Burrows believes a majority of
students are disappointed in the focus ofthe department. "I would like
to see [the department] give more
resources to professors and have
more course options [...] Our professors aren't being utilized," Burrows

synthesis [...] That decision
unanimous."

added.
However, Clay explains professors were involved in making the decision. After several months oftrying
to decide how the arts senior synthesis could best exemplify the core curriculum, the faculty attended their
annual retreat concerned about the
future ofthe course.
It was there thatKevin Maifield,
director and professor of graduate arts, expressed interest in add-

we

our senior

However, students in artsidefeel Maifield has created a class
that is "essential, but not a senior

out

synthesis."
With Assignments like Life as an
Artist in which students interview an
artist of their choice, and the option
of a portfolio presentation with an
emphasis on sustainability Maifield
believes his course is "trying to take
students with strong skills, who share
an uphill batde in an attempt to convince their peers and the community that art can be a career, and give
them confidence and more skills."
Burrows remarked, "I find
it troubling as a visual artist that my education is being
summed up in a busi-

ing a larger variety of arts majors
to his "Business of Art" elective.
Clay said, "It was then that I knew,

contrary to
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Freshman mid blocker, Raissa Licano-Sanchez, hits the court for
a dig during Saturday night's game at the Connolly Center.
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New class called 'unproductive 765 voters hit polls
and frustrating' by art students
Despite more student involvment, two races were uncontested

Prior to the change,
mam
"The Business of Art,"
was a fine arts elective
cross-listed in a number
of departments. Upon notification
that the class was to become a required
senior synthesis for arts majors, many
of the students who did not need the
class were placed elsewhere.
Students on track to graduate in
the this quarter were inconvenienced
by the news that they had to take this
class either in the fall or spring, fall
being out of the question for students who couldn't maneuver their
schedules.
"I am frustrated that the decision
was made before informing us [...]
I could have been done in the fall;
I won't graduate until spring," said
Andrew Perez, senior drama major.
Though some students voiced
complaints, Clay said, "We looked at

■UjjUC

every student when scheduling this
course, and I have only heard back
from two ofmy art students whohad
a scheduling conflict."
For students who believed senior
synthesis would help organize their
portfolio the actual class may come
as a surprise.
"It should be an option for
those who need it, studio majors
need a portfolio to get a job," said
Elizabeth Thompson, junior art history major.
According to Naomi Kasumi, pro-

fessor of graphic design, the department should consider a three-credit
course specifically for portfolios.

"It is not about who teaches senior
synthesis, it is about how its taught,
[and] senior synthesis is not a portfolio class," Kasumi said.
"Every art student should take
that class," said Peter Loyd, Seatde

U alumni, who took both "The
Business of Art" as well as last year's
senior synthesis. Loyd added, "[Last
years] senior synthesis was wonderful, and was like no other class I had
before."
There has yet to be a plan for
students who have already taken the
class as an elective but who have not
had a senior synthesis course.
Clay hopes the course will succeed in bringing the majors together
and embodying the Jesuit mission
of educating the whole person, but
for seniors like Perez and Burrows
the course seems unproductive and

frustrating.
The next artsideout meeting will
be Wednesday, Oct. 29 at 8 p.m. in
Fine Arts 206.

Kassiopia can be reached at
rodgersk@seattleu.edu
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"Administrators
haven't responded
to the lack of bike

parking

on

campus,"

she added.
Hobbs said winning came down
to name recognition for her.
"It came down to talking to
people," Hobbs said. "A lot of
people said, 'Well you're the first
person to come talk to me about
this.'"
Senior public affairs major
Alexis Gallegos received 359 votes
to outlast Kim Ton for transfer representative. Gallegos said life-size
posters with photos ofher were effective campaign tools. The transfer
from Seattle Central Community

College hopes

to

bring visibility

for the large number of transfer
students on campus.

"People sometimes forget
include transfers," she said.
Patrick Dominguez

opposed for at-large
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ran un-

representa-

tive. Dominguez hopes to bring
about changes in the Department
of Public Safety regarding current Nighthawk policies. He
also feels the department doesn't
have a visible enough presence on
campus.
Ninety-seven students said they
were not in favor of Dominguez
being elected, but 668 students
voted in his favor. Despite running

unopposed, Dominguez said it
didn't feel like a sure thing.
"I was half disappointed," he
said, "that we don't have as much
involvement. But I

was

half

lieved, too."
Anne Strange was elected

non-

traditional representative in an uncontested race. Strange earned 671
votes in her favor and 94 against
her. She campaigned with fliers
and other materials despite running unopposed.
Strange wouldlike to go beyond
existing services to bring non-traditional students together.
"I want to make a list-serv of
students," she said, "who would
like to get together and share their
common

experiences."

The newly elected ASSU representatives will have an orientation

before beginning their terms.

ASSU officials are paid by a stipend
from the university.
JeffWoods, the former assistant
director of activities who advised
ASSU and left for the University of
California-Berkley last week, will
have his position covered in the
interim by Tim Wilson, director
of Student Activities, and Renata
Opoczynski, assistant director of
Student Activities.
Josh can be reached at
lynchjl @seattleu .edu
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Demand for work-study high, availability low
Eric Gordon
Staff Writer

A number ofSeattle U students
currently experiencing the need
for extra income, but while the
demand for jobs increases, many
students are finding it harder and
harder to obtain highly prized oncampus jobs.
"The really coveted ones go really
quickly—usually the year before,"
said Claire Collins, Jophomore
international studies major. "Or
they have a lot more people apply
for them than there are positions
available."
Collins applied earlier in the
quarter for a variety of on campus
work-study positions, including a
desk assistant job in Campion, and
positions at the CAC and SEAC.
"The problem that I oftentimes
find with students is that they tend
to wait until after fall quarter begins," said Lauren Hardin, financial
aid counselor and student employment coordinator. "By then it's kind
of slim pickings."
The university receives a federally

they need immediately, allowing for
the student to focus on academics
instead of a job.

are

We underutilized

our work-study
program last year.
Lauren Hardin
Financial Aid

Gabriela Portillo works as a desk assistant in Campion, one of the
many coveted on-campus jobs for students with work-study.
alloned amount of money for federal work-study each year, and the
amount rises by a few percent each
year depending on the university's
efforts to obtain more money. The
university nearly always gives more
work-study awards than they actually receive in the federal pool. This
is because the Office of Student
Financial Services finds a good deal
of students each year who either

don't want their work-study or don't
use it.

"We underutilized our work
study program last year. We couldn't
get students to use their work-study,"
said Hardin. "There are a couple
of theories out in the financial aid

world."
One of the theories holds that it
may appeal more to students to apply for loans and receive the money

The end ofsummer and early fall
when
the majority of employers
is
and supervisors contact the Office
ofStudent Financial Services about
their newly opened positions for
students. Student Financial Services
then posts all of those requests on
SUonline.
There is a wide variety of jobs
available, including off-campus positions—usually reserved for juniors
and seniors—and on-campus positions. The on-campus positions include jobs at Public Safety, Mailing
Services, the bookstore and other

department offices across campus.
"I know there were quite a
few [applicants], but we only had
a certain amount of spots," said
Campion desk assistant Gabriela
Portillo, sophomore nursing major,
"I got this job at the beginning of
last year."
But for students like Claire
Collins, applying for work-study
jobs wasn't an option, even though
she wanted to find a part-time
position.
"Last year I wasn't eligible for
work-study," said Collins. "There
were a lot of jobs that I couldn't
apply for because they were work-

study only."
Students qualify for

on

and

off-campus work-study by filling
out the FAFSA, and based upon
the information, the financial aid
office determines what a student's
need is. Need is determined by the
cost of attendance at Seattle U for
one year, compared to the expected
family contribution.
Eric can be reached at
gordone@seattleu.edu
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Impact Report highlights service Maintaining tradition
Alex LaCasse
Staff Writer
Seattle University is committed
its local community, and there
are numbers to prove it.
In the first ever "Partners for
Progress" report, the university put
an estimated $580 million into the
local community in 2008.
Released by the Office of
Government and Community
Affairs, the report details both the
economic and service-based impact of the university on the surrounding community. All numbers
were gathered from the 2008 fiscal
year.
"SU students are more likely to
have engaged in service than our
peers," said Tim Leary, senior vice
president. "[The report] is simply
helping us develop a baseline for
the wonderful work our students
are doing."
The $580 million figure was
calculated by estimating the total
spending of the university, students
and visitors and "takes into account
a multiplier effect as expenditures
are re-spent throughout the area"
to

the report stated.
Students alone pumped $179.8
million into the regional economy in 2008 through regional

spending.
According

to the released brochure, three out offour Seattle U
students are active in the commu-

nity through direct service, intern-

ships or professional development.
Based on a rough calculation of cumulative service learning hours, this
resulted in approximately 185,199
service hours.
When pooled, the service hours
would create a full time work force
of 80 people and put $7 million
into the local economy. Over a
five-year period this translates to
$33.9 million. This number was
calculated by using the minimum
wage.
The School ofLaw reported the
most hours with 62,046 followed
by the College ofArts and Sciences
with29,520. The College ofScience
and Engineering reported the fewest service hours with 2,970.
Kent Koth, director of the
Center for Service and Community
Engagement, indicated the hours

understatement. The university, in addition to for-credit
service learning classes, also has
studentswho participate in not forcredit projects. This includes service for various programs like The
Children's Literacy Project, a volunteer program that places students in
Seattle schools as tutors and mentors. The organization alone clocks
thousands ofhours yearly.
"It is trying to quantify our mission," Koth said, referring specifically to action. "This is a tangible
are

an

Seattle University struggles to find support for Jesuit Identity

example ofthat commitment."
The university is in its final
year of a $150 million "For the
Difference We Make" campaign.
While Leary indicated the report's
primary use is not to attract donors, he said reports are what the
university hears donors want to
invest in.

Patrick Howell, S. J., vice president ofMission and Ministry is optimistic
about raising further donations for the Jesuit-Catholic Identity Fund.

"I think what people are drawn
is the mission," Leary said.
Koth said the university is looking into producing similar reports
every couple years.

Volunteer Writer

Alex can be reached at

tradition.

lacassea@seattleu.edu

"I think it's more vital than ever
graduates that benefit from
an integration of spirituality and
values, excellent academics and
the development of leadership potential," said Patrick Howell, S.J.,
the Vice President of Mission and
Ministry and recently appointed
Rector of the Seattle University
Jesuit Community. "It's a pretty
unique education if we can pull it
all together."
But what will it take to continue
this tradition? Ten million dollars.
The Capital Campaign for
Seattle University has been running for over five years and will
continue to do so until June 2009.
Originally, the school had planned
to raise around $ 15 million in total for the Jesuit-Catholic Identity
Fund but decided the goal was not
entirely realistic.
"Originally it was going to be
around $12 million for this campaign and another $3 million
beyond the current campaign,"
Howell explained. "We decided it
would be more realistic to do $10
million now in the current campaign, and build toward the future
without setting a goal."
While the school has successfully raised well over $150 million
for the campaign overall—close
to the goal of $160 milliononly $1,693,799 has been raised
for the Jesuit-Catholic Identity

to

Michael Lis-Sette

Seattle University prides itself on its adherence to the Jesuit
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Campaign.
"We're staging different aspects

of the campaign at different times.
Now we're going to be focusing our
attention on the endowment of
Catholic character," said Seattle U
President Stephen Sundborg, S.].
Sundborg explained that during the first parts of the campaign
the main focus was on such issues
as the expansion of the Lemieux
Library and the construction ofthe
McGoldrick Library Commons, as
well as a number ofother issues such
as the raising offunds for scholarships. Now that those concerns are
largely passed, the school is ready to
move on to other campaign focuses
and will be following a defined a set
of procedures for fundraising.
"We will have well developed

proposals for supporting each
initiative," said Mary McFadden,
the vice president for University
Advancement. "We will identify
individuals that might be interested
and take our proposals to these potential supporters."
McFadden said it mattered
that people become personally
case

involved.
"We have

to

engage individuals

in the life of Seattle U so that they
learn about our great intellectual

product and how we educate leaders for a just and humane world,"
McFadden said.
The University also has set plans
for what purposes to which it would
apply the raised funds. Of the $10
million, $8 million will be directed
towardthe continuing education of
faculty and staff in the Catholic intellectual tradition.
"One example is a person in
business exploring Catholic social
teaching, someone in law examining human rights in the Catholic
tradition, or a person in literature
examining Christian literature,"
Sundborg said. "We want them to
be able to pursue research in the
Catholic intellectual tradition and
integrate more of the demands of
the Catholic intellectual tradition
into education at Seattle U."
The remaining $2 million will
be allocated for other purposes,
including international immersion
missions that allow faculty and students the chance to volunteer and
serve around the world, as well as
spiritual retreat programs.
Though there are only eight
months remaining in the campaign,
administrators are optimistic about

raising the funds needed.
"With any given campaign of
six years, you always need to figure in a major downturn," Howell
said, explaining the current state
of the economy is not what's concerning Seattle U administrators.
"We will easily surpass our goal of
$160 million, but maybe not by
quite as much as we would have
hoped for."
The Jesuit-Catholic Identity
Fund is not the finale of the Capital
Campaign, as funds still need to
be raised for the redevelopment of
the fitness center, as well as more

scholarships.
Michael can be reached at
lissette@seattleu.edu
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Humanitarian Coalition tackles global issues with local mindset
Katie Farden
Staff Writer

In a sweltering East coast heat
last summer, 12 Seattle University
students furrowed their brows together to come up with a plan for
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studentsabout global social

justice issues in Darfur, Myanmar
and the Democratic Republic of
Congo, they also became inspired
to act

P*""*

action.

Their solution was a new
coalition.
These six Sullivan Scholars and
six International Development
Internship Program, IDIP, students attended a three-day conference at Fordham University in
New York last June to explore humanitarian issues. On the last day
of the conference, they were asked
to create mission plans to spread
awareness of global justice issues
at their home campuses.
"The conference gave us a very
broad scope on humanitarian issues," said senior humanities for
teaching major David Bernica, a
conference attendee and member
of the coalition. "We even learned
how to build refugee camps."
A new club this year, the
Humanitarian Coalition is a direct
response to the issues the summer
conference exposed the students
to. The coalitions mission is to
educate the Seattle U community
about humanitarian issues.
By raising awareness, Bernica
said, they aim to inspire action.
Bernica also explained that
while the conference helped educate the

Paid for by Student Activities and the Office of Student Development

Iljf

locally.

"There are so many things to
advocate for here in the United
States," Bernica said. He cited
the struggle of many refugees to
enter the U.S. as one example ofa
humanitarian crisis worthy of the
coalitions attention.
"The really sad thing is," Bernica
said, "is that we didn't even meet
the United States' quotas for refugees this year."
According to Bernica, Seattle
University provided an ideal environment to address such humanitarian issues. Seattle U is a good
place to start building towards a
common goal, he said.
Coalition advisor and IDIP
program director Janet Quillian
also expressed enthusiasm for a
humanitarian presence on Seattle
Us campus.
"It fits in with our philosophy
of educating leaders for a just and
human world," Quillian said. "I
think that is very much a part of
social justice."
Humanitarian coalition hosted

their first speaker, Paul Miller,
Mon. Oct. 21. The policy advisor
of Catholic Relief Services, CRS,
Miller discussed humanitarian aid
in Sudan.
Miller has worked for CRS for
over 16 years. He spent much of
his humanitarian career in Kenya.
He started one of CRS' first microfinance projects in Africa in
1988.
Miller's talk focused on the social unrest in Sudan. He stressed
the country's regional inequalities
and the war between North Sudan
and South Sudan.
"Massive crimes against humanity have been committed
there," Miller said.
Miller cited the danger CRS
workers encounter as they deliver
humanitarian aid. Sudanese and
Chadian rebels often pose a threat
to aid workers' lives.
"These rebel groups prey on aid
groups," Miller said.
Miller noted CRS often utilizes

•
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helicopters

Sudanese communities in need.
"We call it hit-and-run humanitarian aide," he said.
Audience member and socioloMark Cohen thought
professor
gy
Miller offered a lucid examination
of the conflicts in Sudan.
"I think a lot of us have a very
vague notion that horrible things
are happening there," Cohen said.
"His suggestion that we find peacefill solutions and educate ourselves
is extremely important."
Miller said CRS wants to
strengthen their relationships
with student groups like Seattle
Us Humanitarian Coalition.
"I think we need to do a much
better job of recruiting students,"
he said. Miller added CRS strives
to involve student activists in
global struggles. "We want to
learn about what you as students
are doing and connect you to these
amazing communities around the
world."
Humanitarian Coalition will
continue to work with CRS this
year and with groups within the
Seattle U community.
Quillian said the coalition
plans to collaborate with other social justice clubs on campus. "We
certainly do not want to duplicate
what's been doneby other groups,"
she said.
Bernica added, "Whether it is
with our club, or through an alliance of clubs, we want to invite
anyone and everyone to join in
the effort."

Earn a Seattle University Certificate

November 9, 2008
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Specs of the week
First ever movie festival
draws hundreds of
participants

Contributions to Obama's
campaign from professors and
other university employees totaled $24,200, according to

When Tim Wilson paid to
bring a student filmmaking competition to campus for the first
time, he never imagined more
than 200 students would snatch
up the cameras.
"I never expected so many
people to be interested," Wilson
said.
In fact, more than 60 teams of
five people have entered Campus
MovieFest, according to Abe
Mohammadione, who's unconventional title with Campus
MovieFest is "all that is video."
Campus MovieFest is a student movie festival in which
those who participate are given
free access to all equipment necessary for making a film.
One Seattle U winner will
move on to the regional finale.
A national grand finale will be
held in Hollywood followed by
an international finale in Cannes,
France.
Students Alex Dvorsky and
Zach Gallar are confident in their
comedy film, "Metal Gear Five:
Escape from Ikea."
"We're going to dominate,"
said Gallar, a sophomore criminal justice major. The team has
already written a script and organized its actors.
Dvorsky said Campus
MovieFest has inspired them to
register for another competition,
Apple's Insomnia Film Festival.
Wilson, who's one of the
Seattle U contest judges, said that
since he didn't anticipate how
many students would participate,
the sheer numbers might make
for a long screening event.
"For the first time, though, it
would be almost worth it to see
them all," he said.
Mohammadione said an average of 75 percent ofstudents who
register actually produce a video
by the deadline.
The showing ofstudents' films
will be Nov. 6 in the Schaffer
Auditorium. A Guitar Hero contest will precede the screenings
at 6:30 p.m., but seating will be
available until 7:30 p.m., when
the film premieres will begin.

OpenSecrets.org.

Seattle U employees
donated thousands to
Obama, nothing to McCain
How many professors back

presidential candidate John
McCain? None—at least if you
go by putting their money where
their vote is.

According to campaign contribution documents obtained from
OpenSecrets.org, 54 faculty and
staffmembers have contributed to
democratic presidential candidate
Barack Obama's campaign since
2007.
A search for contributions
made to McCain didn't return
any results.

C.P. HAGGARD GRADUATE
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Fine Art adjunct professor
Richard Meyer is the largest contributor from Seattle U. He gave
$2,300 to Obama on Sept. 6.

Julie Shapiro,

an associate

law professor, donated $1,800 in
several different contributions to
Obama. Paula Lustbader, director
of the Academic Resource Center,
gave $1,450.
Among other Seattle U donors was Provost Isiaah Crawford,
who gave $1,000 to Obama's
campaign.
Advocate for education to
speak at Seattle U
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Randy Dorn, local leader in
education, will speak at Seattle
University this week about the
current state ofWashington public education. Dorn is a candidate

for Superintendent of Public
Instruction, Specifically, he will
cover issues such as the WASL
and funding.
Wilfred Padua, senior creative writing major who helped
plan the event, says the talk is
something that will interest all
students.
"Just down the street from
SU there are schools where students are struggling," Padua said.
"It's important to know what's
going on with education, especially what is happening in our

community."
The event is sponsored by the
Coalition for Educational Equality
and will take place in Bannon 501
at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, Oct 30.

Ely appointed Vice
President for Mission and
Ministry

President Stephen Sundborg,
S.J., announced Thursday that
Peter Ely, S.J. will be the university's next vice president for
Mission and Ministry.
Ely was rector of Seattle Us
Jesuit community, the highest
post among Jesuits on campus,

Troy Murphy, M.A.C.E. '02
Guest Chaplain, Green Bay Packers;
Founder, Launchl37, Green Bay, Wisconsin

until April, Fr. Patrick Howell,
S.J., who was the vice presi-

dent for Mission and Ministry,
was named Elys successor when
Ely took a sabbatical to write a

book.
Howell finished his duties as
vice president for Mission and
Ministry July 31, according to a

LESSON LEARNED! Don't try to define God or yourself.

MY STORY:

You dont usually think of a bar as a ministry

setting. But then, I had this conversation one day and God
opened doors.

statement.

As vice president for Mission
and Ministry, Ely will oversee Campus Ministry, Jesuit
Mission and Identity, the Chapel
of St. Ignatius, Magis: Alumni
Committed for Mission and the
chaplain for faculty and staff.

Any questions, comments or
news tips can be sent to
spectator@seattleu.edu.

To learn more about Troy's inspiring story and explore

the theology programs offered:
www.apu.edu/explore/theology
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CMS
to
remove
Web
clutter
Cadets 'like family'
"The people in
Cover
ROTC are people
who really want to
be in the military.
There are men and women who
have served honorably in Iraq and
Afghanistan. They're an inspiration to us all," said Jesse David,
a junior philosophy major and
third year ROTC cadet.
An Army ROTC cadet is required to attend physical training,
PT, three times a week with two
additional days being optional.
These PT sessions typically involve running, lower and upper
body workouts and extended
marches that entail each of the
cadets wearing 35 pounds of gear
or more. In addition, the cadets
are sent to Fort Lewis about
once a quarter to participate in
a Leader Excellence Orientation
Lab, which further develops team
building, team communication
and leadership quality.
The ROTC program also offers various benefits to its cadets.
Every cadet receives an ROTC
scholarship for their school of
choice that fully covers tuition,
room and board. Each cadet also
receives a monthly stipend of
$400 forbooks as well as a second
stipend ranging from $350-$5OO
for additional expenses.
"When I joined ROTC I really enjoyed receiving money for
college, but I had decided that I
wanted to be in the Army as early as middle school," said Stacey
Stephens, a junior criminal justice

major and third year ROTC cadet. "When you first start out it
seems impossible. You get to find
out how much sleep you really do
need every night."
Seattle U students involved
in ROTC are required to balance their academic studies with
ROTC duties on top ofany other
extra-curricular activities.
"I'm on the SU track team so
it can be quite stressful at times,"
said D'Andre Benjamin, a sophomore criminal justice major and
a second year Air Force ROTC
cadet.
Every cadet is ranked nationwide on an Order of Merit system from the very best cadet
to the absolute worst. They are
measured according to general
performance, leadership development and GPA.
"I've always been interested in
the military and I wanted to go to
college, so I decided to pursue a
career in the army," said David.
Most cadets describe their
fellow officers-in-training as
family, especially with many
ROTC exercises placing emphasis on team leadership and team
communication.
"It's a family; we build bonds,"
said Stephens. "Even if you don't
like a certain other cadet, those
bonds are still there. He or she
will still look out for you, no mat-

�

.P

ter

what."

Fernando can be reached at
siosonf@seattleu.edu

;

Joshua Lynch
Editor-in-chief

In some ways, a visit to many
ofSeattle University's Web sites has
been like a trip to the past, but officials say the purchase of a Web
application to streamline workflow
will give the university's online presence the look of the future.
Seattle U purchased Ektron, a
management system, in
combat broken links, an
inconsistent look and difficulties
updating material on its 6,000 Web
pages. A content management system, or CMS, is software that allows
users who don't have coding abilities
to create, edit and publish content
online.
Dan Duffy, chief technology
officer of OIT, said Ektron will
save those responsible for updating department Web pages time.
Previously, some campus sites
were built by individuals using
Web design programs like Adobe
Dreamweaver, whileothers had custom management systems built by
the university's web developers.
"This will not only be a return
on investment but a return on happiness," said Soon Beng Yeap, assistant vice president of Marketing and
University Communications.
Ektron cost the university around
$100,000, according to Duffy. The
application is used by organizations
like the University of Washington,
NASA and the Seattle Seahawks.
Ektron was launched on a few
Seattle U Web pages in September,
including the College of Arts and
Sciences' site.
content

April

to

Aren Kaser, who's responsible
for insuring the college's nearly 300
Web pages are up to date, said the
new CMS has already saved him
time and frustration.
"It goes beyond 100 percent easier," said Kaser, Arts and Sciences'
director of marketing and communications. "Itallows people to get on
and create new pages without any
technical knowledge."
Kaser said some departments
were very good at keeping their
pages updated before the switch to
the new CMS. But others, because
of a lack of coding abilities, had to
rely on him to make changes—effectively creating a bottleneck.
Kaser estimates 40 percent ofthe
Arts and Sciences Web pages were
out of date or unkempt before the
site was redesigned with Ektron.
Kai Smith, president of the
Associated Students of Seattle
University, said outdated content
was a hindrance for him when he
was campaigning for his position
spring quarter.
"I was trying to meet up with
club leaders," he said, "but the people listed as contacts online were no
longer involved."
Ektron will not only help keep
pages updated but improve aesthetics for visitors, according to Yeap.
For many, Seattle U's Web site is
their first experience with the university, so it's important that it be a
good one, he said.
"Before, the experience online
was very inconsistent," Yeap add-
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learn.
"Within an hour and a half," he
said, "they were all ready to use it."
The transition of Web pages to
Ektron will take place in three phases, beginning with colleges. Student
organizations and university services
will begin the migration by the end
of February.

ed. "There was no sense of home.

Now there's a really strong brand
identity."

( '

■Vy

While most of the university's
Web pages have a red Seattle U
navigation bar across the top,
about 5 percent don't, according
to Natalie Greco, web designer
for Marketing and University
Communications. This is just one
standard Greco and other designers will be implementing along with
Ektron—standards Greco said have
met some resistance.
"When we say it's a template,"
she said, "you can still be an individual. That was a big educational
step. People felt like they were losing
control."
Other officials responsible for updating content, like Kim Frankwick,
are excited for the university to have
a disciplined appearance online.
Frankwick, office coordinator for
New Student and Family Programs,
said she has spent up to five hours
per week updating her department's
page. She had to learn Dreamweaver
in order to do it.
"It was such a troublesome process to build the page," Frankwick
said.
But Kaser, who trained employees on Ektron last week, said it was
an easy application for people to

Josh can be reached at
lynchjl @seattleu.edu

Maybe it's your brother
Maybe it's your sister.
Or father, mother, daughter, son.
Maybe it's your neighbor.
Your partner. Your lover. Your friend.

For people who receive multiple
transfusions, the more perfectly matched
the blood is to their own blood, the better
the medical outcome can be. We need
donors from all communities.

ou maV never know whose life you'll save.
But you will know you're saving lives.

Please donate blood today,
and join our Perfect Match Program.
I
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Call 1-800-398-7888 or schedule
onlineatpsbc.org.
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Babeland Sexy Jack-O-Lantern Contest
Those in need of an artistic
outlet for their non-traditional
pumpkins will be elated to enter
theBabeland Sexy Jack-O-Lantern
contest. A recent traditionadded to
the spooky halls of one ofSeattle's
premier erotic shops, the contest
allows for more creativity than the
average competition. Those desiring to showcase their mastery at
depicting classic nudes or pin-ups

via silhouette or relief will be met
with an audience who appreciates
their talents. Comfortably situated
in Capitol Hill, entries need not be
toted a great distance.
Pumpkins must be no larger
than 15 pounds and in good condition. Accessories are a welcome
addition to the entries, as the jacko-lanterns will be on display for
patrons and passers-by alike. Prizes

will be awarded in the form of
merchandise valued at $100,
$50 and $25. Entries will be accepted during store hours Oct. 29
and 30.
Tip: One of the many knowledgeable and friendly employees
suggested entering as close to the
deadline as possible to maintain a
fresh Creation. Babeland is located
at 707 E. Pike Street.

a double feature, this is one of the
few ways a starving college student
can get more for their dollar at
the cinema.
Such staples as "The Wolfman"
and "Dracula" [it's the only true sequel, "Dracula's Daughter"] being
shown, offer horror-buffs an interesting insight into the evolution of
horror films then and now [think
"Quarantine" or the "Saw" series].
Even those not traditionally known
for sharing a love of horror may be

able to appreciate at least one ofthe
films available. For example, "The
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari" is an expressionist silent film being screened
traditionally, with the famed Giinter
Buchwald offering live musical accompaniment. Those wishing to extend their SIFF experience can get
an early start on purchasing tickets
for the 2009 installment of the beloved "Dinner a Movie," the series. SIFF films are showing at 321
Mercer St. at the McCaw Hall.

store

SIFF Dark Nights
Situated within the exquisite architecture ofMcCaw Hall, Seattle
Independent Film Festivals (SIFF)
Dark Nights series is the ideal
way to quell the desire to watch
scary movies during the month of
October. The films being showcased are classics, so cinema lovers
should rejoice. Screenings began
Oct. 24 and end Nov. 6., culminating with "Rosemary's Baby," which
is celebrating its 40th anniversary.
With four opportunities to catch

&

JessicaIshmael

Located in the heart of the Lakeview Cemetery, Bruce Lee and son Brandon

excursion

Eight eerie

Unique Seattle sit
to spook and delii
Isis Alexander and Taylor Olson
Staff Writers

IlusionCem

Grand

showings of Tommy Lee Wallace's
"Halloween 3: Season OfThe Witch"
at 7 p.m. and Roy Ward Baker's
"Asylum" at 9 p.m.
Dan O'Bannon's "Return OfThe
Living Dead" and Joseph Green's
"The Brain That Wouldn't Die" will
be running Oct. 31 to Nov. 6 daily at
7 p.m. and 9 p.m. respectively.
There will also be late night

on Halloween and Nov. 1, 7 and 8.
From zombie horror-comedies
to revenge seeking body parts, these
movies have been widely regarded as
misunderstood or underrated.
The Grand Illusion Cinema
is located at 1403 N.E. 50th St.
Admission is $7 for students.

the Space Needle and at the Seatde
Looking for a more sophisticatto
Halloween?
Aquarium in the past. This year,
ed way spend your
additions,
for
Check
the
Bash
a
location
costume
out
Bonza
two of the original three, Brenton
Inaugural
just
it's easy to find "everyday items" that Halloween Masquerade Ball held at Webster and Dave McLauchlan,
have organized a party of epic prowill add flair and variety to the sim- the Experience Music Project.
plest of wardrobes. The perfect pair
Originally started by three portions for Halloween.
of hosiery or edgy arm piece is now Australians looking for more than
Webster and McLauchlan have
within reach, though The Crypt's just a typical kegger for their birthpartnered with Roses & Rosemary,
a local charity that raises money and
provocative nature means the store is days, The Bonza Bash offers a preawareness for HIV positive orphans
only open to the IS and up crowd. mier party experience.
The Crypt can be found at 1516
They've held parties at the top of in Africa.

classic masquerade ball attire (black
tie and mask) or in "Delicious
Costume." Jeans and sneakers are
not permitted. There will be costume contests with the promise of
great prizes.
Tickets are limited and available online at shindig.com for $40.
They've booked DJ Rhythma for
the occasion.

Crypt

The

Beloved for its collection of exotic attire and accessories, The Crypt
is comfortably situated in its new lo-

cation adjacent to Seattle University
and Value Village. The staff is as cool
and diverse as the merchandise they
carry, creating a funky and relaxed
atmosphere. Perfect for picking up
those last minute additions or creating a unique costume, the shop
offers quality leather, lingerie and
accessories. Desperate to find thigh
high boots that can be worn as-is or
cuffed over, but want to saw yourself
the agony of not being able to try
them on if purchased online? The

Crypt has you covered.
With everything from corsets to
cuffs, the shop is a haven for items
commonly seen online or in catalogues, but difficult to come across
in the average JC Penney. More than

11thAve.

volunteer staff and velvet seats, the
Grand Illusion will perk any moviebuffs interest.
Until Oct. 30 there will be daily

BonzaB

showings of Hajime Sato's "Goke:
Body Snatcher From Hell" at 11 p.m.

ash

The Crypt offers the 18 and over crowd eclectic costume choices.

This non-profit indie theater is
perfect if you're looking for a creepy
movie from a time before film relied
so heavily upon computer animation. A short bus ride on the 43 or
49 will take you there.Known for its

Attendees

must

dress in-either
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Seattle Bug Safari
If you're looking for something
that will really make your skin
crawl, look no further than the
Seattle Bug Safari.
"This bug zoo is home to more
than 40 species including insects,
arachnids, millipedes and centipedes. You will see some of the
biggest and creepiest bugs you
can imagine like giant tarantulas, cockroaches, stick bugs and

many others.
Owner Brian Rolf understands
the nature of his bug zoo.
"It is fairly creepy to come
in here," Rolf said, "especially if you have an aversion to
these creatures."
For Halloween, the Seattle Bug
Safari will still be operating under
normal business hours and will
be open until 6 p.m. There will

be one difference though: They'll
be keeping the lights off. You
will be armed with a flashlight to
ensure you'll still get a good
view of the creepy crawlers

display.

on

The Seattle Bug Safari is located
on the Pike Street Hill Climb, the
top starting at Western Avenue,
descending to the bottom of Pike
Place Market. Entrance is $8.

Lee and Cobain famous memorial sites
Those wishing to pay homFor a more traditional visit,
age this autumn can visit two of one can pay respect to Bruce
Seattle's famed but deceased resiLee, at Lot 276 of the Lakeview
dents. Kurt Cobain, while not reCemetery. Resting next to his
siding in a "traditional location" son, Brandon Lee, his headstone
can be visited at the Wishkah River
is a favorite site to visit for Bruce
where his ashes were scattered. Lee's fans worldwide. Bathed in a
Many opt to seek out the Young hue of glossy burgundy, Lees site
Street Bridge, where Cobain is would dare anyone to think of
said to have lived once in a while. disregarding the resting place
Perhaps you can seek your own of the legendary martial artist.
nirvana at this site.
Surrounded by a sea ofother grave

sites as far as the eye can see, Lee's

grave will surely stand out amongst

the crowd.
And who knows, perhaps you'll
get lucky and have your own para-

normal experience.
Kurt Cobain's grave can be
found at the Young Street Bridge
in Aberdeen, Washington.
Bruce Lee's grave can be spotted
at the Lakeview Cemetery at 1554
15th Ave. E.

The Spectator

)n

Bruce Lee's grave attract crowds of fans of all ages year round.
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This bench, located across the street from Kurt Cobain's former home, is a fan favorite.

KUBE 93 Haunted House
Seattle radio station KUBE 93
sponsors a truly terrifying haunted
house located on the water south
of the West Seattle Bridge.
This haunted house is particularly disturbing because it is situated in the former Georgetown
Morgue. It doesn't get much
creepier than that.

You will be running for your
life through a variety of rooms
like kitchens full of knives, a
meat locker and even a bloody
laundry room from frightening folks covered in blood who
will capitalize on your sense

of terror.
Additionally, there are motion

sensors that set off noises and
movements that will scare the pants
off of you. The house also hosts an
assortment of creepy smells.
Tickets are $ 14 and the haunting lasts from 7-10 p.m. Oct. 30
and Nov. 2 and 7 p.m. to midnight
Oct. 31 and Nov. 1, including the
day after Halloween.

Ghostly encounters in Seattle
•

•

If you can't resist a former military hospital said to be haunted
by a nurse whose perfume still
lingers in the halls, then check
out the headquarters of Amazon,
com. Located just down 12th Ave,
the big orange building is said to
have ghosts from its hospital past.
If serial killers is more your thing, be
sure to drop by the window of serial killer Ted Bundy's room on the
University of Washington campus;
the building is painted battleship
gray. It's been said that Bundy
kept the heads of his victims in
him room.

•

•

While on University of Washington's campus, stop by the
College Inn Pub, where it's rumored the piano is haunted
and after hours will play by itself.

Check out the former Georgetown
cemetery. Houses now erected
on top of the cemetery, "For rent"
signs line their windows. Residents claim that late at night, the
dolls on the rooms come to life.

•

While in you're in the area, check
out the Georgetown castle. It's said
that the mansion is so haunted it
caused a tenant to commit suicide.

Currently, the landlord requires people to sign a liability waiver when
they put down deposits. Apparently
there's a ghost of a female who was
raped and killed that still haunts the
mansion today. The legend says
that the man who killed her also
killed her baby and buried him under thefront porch of the mansion.
On your way back, make a stop by
Kell's Irish Pub. Once an embalming (the process of preserving human remains) room for one of Seattle's oldest mortuaries, this pub
is rumored to have its fair share of
paranormal activity.
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Costume culture on Cap Hill A hipster Halloween
Carey Smith

Lead Designer
Approximately once every seven
years Halloween falls on a Friday.
That

means once every seven

college students all
try have one more

Die-hard Halloween fans may be tempted to spend hundreds of dollars on elaborate costumes .from designer stores and Web sites, but Capitol Hill offers several affordable alternatives for those on a budget.
Veronica Martin
Staff Writer

Magician hats are stacked sol-

idly in a pyramid-shaped display
atop a round rack of formal shirts
in varying shades of yellowed
white. Around them is an eruption
of '60s dresses, capes, cowboy (and
girl) getups and spandex bodysuits.
People are milling about the overflowing racks, serious expressions
clouding their faces. Their brows
are knit in concentration either
from the mental capacity it takes
to navigate the sea of clothes or
from the weight of the garments
already in their arms.
Only during the week before
Halloween would this scene in
Red Light Vintage Clothing be
considered normal. The time has
come to dedicate some thought
to crafting alter egos and not
so secret desires to embody alternate

personalities.

"Halloween is a time when
everything goes out the window,"
said Kyle Tornow, costume consultant for Brocklind's Costume
Co. "Every other day [dressing] is
a matter offashion."
People on Capitol Hill tend to
strive for a unique style on a dayto-day basis, Tornow continued.
Of course, he reasoned, the same
goes for Halloween costumes.
"They are more daring out
here," said Paul White, head buyer
for the Red Light on Broadway,
of Capitol Hillites' costume
preferences. Trends in neighborhoods like the University District
lean toward pre-made costumes,
he said. People are looking for
the super sexy and don't care if
their costumes are all the same,
White said.
Though Capitol Hill may be
home to people with more eccentric tastes as White and Tornow
described, there is still a tendency
to use Halloween as an excuse to
show a lot of skin, said Harmony
Arnold, history of fashion

professor, costume designer and
shop manager for the Lee Center

layer is the most important part of

for the Arts.
"What's overdone is when people choose things that make them
feel sexy," she said. Arnold likes to
choose a play on words, such as
"the early bird gets the worm," to
create a costume around a particular concept.
Such inventiveness doesn't hurt
when attending a party, either. "It
creates a moment of conversation,"
Arnold said.
"Generally, the people who get
the most attention will do something requiring more effort," said
Brenton Webster, co-creator of
Bonanza Bash parties and host of
this year's Halloween Masquerade
at the Experience Music Project.
"It's pretty evident when the costume isn't anything that you could
have bought at the store."
Webster has hosted themed costume parties for years, and knows
what to look for when it comes
time to pick a contest winner.
"This year's costume theme is
'delicious,' and I know some people will take that quite literally,"
he said. Cherry pie and other fruit
desserts are only a few examples he

rents costumes

expects to see.

Jasmine Park, street-style blog-

ger and creator of Pike/Pine.com,
said when taking portraits for her
blog she looks for personal style.
When it comes to costumes, however, style isn't really the point,
she added.
"But there are plenty of costumes out there that both say
something about one's taste and
that are well-fitted," Parks said.
Envisioning the perfect costume, however, is only the first
step. Capitol Hill offers many
options for executing the hopedfor look.
"I love working with people
when they have no idea what they
want to be," Tornow said. "It's like
a blank slate."
Tornow emphasized the base

the costume. Brocklind's—which
and formal wear
has two racks of pre-assembled
costumes, but offers thousands of
possibilities for variation using an
extensive stock of garments, wigs
and makeup.
Prices range from $35 to $75,
though Tornow pointed out the
price is for the whole costume.
"I want people to leave with the
complete set," he said.
Arnold suggests visiting Value
Village, Costume and Display at
Northgate, the Freemont District's
antique mall for inexpensive
vintage and the Capitol Hill
Red Light.
—

Red Light offers pre-made
packaged costumes as well as categorically organized vintage clothing ease the process of creating
a unique outfit. Choosing from
among the done and the do-ityourself is made easier by employees' guidance.
There is also a wall of pamphlets
offering the element secondary to
a great costume: a venue in which
to show it off.
Park scouts stylish individuals for her blog in the Pike/
Pine corridor, and recommends
doing the same for inventive costume observation.
"Typically, the pockets of places
are the block around Neumos and,
though more subdued, the block
around Bauhaus," she said.
For the 21 and over crowd,
Arnold recommends The Chapel
Bar on Melrose Avenue.
For premier costume viewing,
the Masquerade at the EMP is
unmatched, Arnold said. "People
spend thousands and thousands of
dollars on costumes," she said of
the party.
"Halloween is a time to see and
be seen,"Arnold said, "and Capitol
Hill supports this pandering."
to

Veronica can be reached at
martinv@seattleu.edu

years
the counexcuse to dis-

over

guise themselves in silly costumes
and cause mayhem on the eve of
All Saints Day. This year, Seattle
University students who are of drinking age will get one more chance
to cause mayhem around Capitol
Hill on Halloween as underground
electronica hit-maker Diplo visits
Neumos for a night of high-energy
disco debauchery.
Those unfamiliar with Diplo's
sound can get a sense ofhis DJ style
by reminiscing about their favorite
party's soundtrack. Diplo's musical
formula is simply to take chart-topping pop songs and add his characteristic, drum machine-driven dance
beats underneath their hot hooks.
His pioneering style has been associated with a couple big names in
recent years; perhaps most notable
is his work with Afro-hop superstar
M.1.A., whose Billboard topping

single "Paper Planes" was produced
by Diplo, and is still getting constant
radio play over a year after its release.
Likewise, he DJ'd and produced all of
the songs on M.l.A.'s breakthrough
mix tape "Piracy Funds Terrorism,
Volume 1" (2004).
Diplo has also bolstered his
reputation with a steady stream
of critically loved remixes, including Kanye West's "Gold Digger,"
Modest Mouse's "Float On" and the
Yeah Yeah Yeahs' "Gold Lion."
Diplo's electronica extravaganza
has been advertised as a costume
party, and the nature of his music
coupled with his presence on the
Hill means audience members are as
likely to witness a do-it-yourself couture show at Neumos during his set
as they are to see typical Halloween
masquerade fair.
Regardless of one's familiarity
with his output, Diplo's set on Oct.
31 will surely provide enough high
BPM madness, hipster flare and
Capitol Hill attitude to keep anyone
entertained for the evening.
Carey can be reached at
smithc3@seattleu.edu

A Freaknight of follies
Angelo Carosio
Online Editor
Like many other large cities across
the world, throughout the '90s a large
and vibrant rave scene emerged in

Seattle—starting a now 20-year-old
traditionconsisting ofthumping beats
long in to the night, brighdy colored
pants, large amounts of drugs and a
whole lot of great electronic music.
These parties were often extremely underground, thrown in abandoned warehouses without proper
event permits and little promotion.
The attendees frequently didn't even
know where the party was until the
day ofLocal DJs would spin, and the
events usually didn'tstop until the sun
came up. The underground nature of
theseparties was whatdrew people to
them—they were legitimately different events than a typical club night,
focusing on the music and people
rather than getting drunk and finding someone to take home. As the
scene slowly left the underground,
more famous DJs were booked, and
abandonedwarehouses became large
commercial venues.
That transformation has only accelerated in recent years. The "rave"
scene in Seattle has now become
exactly what the original scene was
trying to break away from in the first
place—huge events aimed largely at
profit, featuring DJs who act like rock
stars, $3 water botdes, $50 tickets and
venues like WaMu Theater.
United State of Consciousness
(USC), formerly one of the best rave
promoters around—proves this point
exactly with theirannual "Freaknight"
party, which every year throws away
more of the original vibe and brings
bigger names and pricier tickets.
"Freaknight 12," this year's event

Halloween at WaMu Theater is
different.
This year's lineup may look impressive with headliners like Paul
Van Dyk, Moby and The Crystal
Method, but most of these acts are
old news. Moby hasn't had a critically
acclaimed album since 1999,and The
Crystal Method hasn't even released
an album since 2004. Likewise, these
artists won't even be playing their own
music at Freaknight; they will just be
on
no

playing DJ

sets.

Despite the fact USC seems to be
picking headlining DJs not for their
skill but merely for their reputations,
there will be some true talent at this
event. Paul Van Dyk has proven himself over the last few years as one of the
best trance DJs in the world, and his
fame is well deserved.
His brand of trance is different
from the traditional kind, moving
away from the epic breakdowns of
DJs likeTiestoand giving his crowds
exactly what they want—hours offast
paced, driving bass with synth melodies that border on the psychedelic.
There's also a secondary stage that
should definitely not be ignored.
Usually less crowded, this stage
will focus on lesser-known genres of
electronica like drum and bass and
breaks, and features talent like DJ
Icey and Dig-Dug.
There is no doubt the event will
have some great music, but it's sad the
ticket price has been inflated so much
in recent years by big names that don't
necessarily have much talent behind
them anymore. Freaknight 12 maybe
worth its price for big Paul Van Dyk
fans, but it might be hard waiting
until 2 a.m. for him.
Angelo can be reached at
carosioa@seattleu.edu
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Blood Squad: Slaughtering Open Circle opens
improv throughout Seattle evil 'Book' on stage

In spite of the heavy material they deal with during their performance
the four members of Blood Squad still manage to find levity on stage.
Katie Farden
Staff Writer
Michael White strolls down the
narrow hallway of the Odd Duck
Theater with a smile on his face.
Rubbing his hands together for
warmth, he grabs a styrofoam cup
from an old wood table cluttered
with flyers for upcoming shows.
"Hey, so how old is this coffee?"
White seems like a nice guy. On
the stage of the Odd Duck Theater,
however, he'll soon morph into a
psychotic murderer.
White, Molly Arkin, Elicia
Wickstead and Brandon Felker are
members ofBlood Squad, or BS, a
comedy group that improvises live
horror shows at various theaters in
Seattle. BS performs an hour and
a half long show at the Odd Duck
theater most Saturday nights at
10:30 p.m.
Audience suggestions determine
the content of each show. At the
beginning of each performance,
BS asks the crowd to yell out
original titles for would-be gory
horror films.
Wilfred Padua, a member of
Seattle U's improv comedy group

the Broadway Rejects, came to last
Saturday's show to see BS for his
fourth time.
"Every [BS] show is different,"
he said, "and BS is the best improv
in Seattle."

You're playing like
kids up there, but

you're way better at it
because you're adults.
Brandon Felker
Blood Squad member

BS created last Saturday's show
from an audience member's title
suggestion "A Stab in the Dark."
The improvisers quickly transformed into college students on a
retreat in the woods around New
England with their literature professor. Slasher-film mayhem ensued.
Sometimes, the comedians narrated
the plot.
"The knife explodes across the

back of his neck," Felker cried as
Wickstead slaughtered White.
"Blood covers the screen."
Developing a plot filled with
trickery, massacre and sexual innuendo, the actors all had to play
several characters.
White said he enjoyed assuming
multiple roles in a show.
"I like being 17 people at once,"
he said after the performance.
Lacking any props, the improvisers employed their body parts
to create different camera shots
and special effects for the show.
Felker stimulated a close up shot
on Wickstead's face by framing her
head with his hands.
By tugging on the pant legs
and shirts of Wickstead and Arkin,
Felker and White created a wind
whipping around the women.

After the show, Felker,
Wickstead, Arkin and White got a
quick drink of water and sat down
to talk with Seattle U's improv
group, the Broadway Rejects.
BS discussed what drew them to
the art of improv.
"I like the feeling that anything
is possible, and everything is OK,"
Arkin said.
Felker added improv allowes
him to have fun and be creative.
"You're playing like you're
kids up there," he said, "but
you're way better at it because
you're adults."
This Halloween, BS will perform
at the Live Girls! theater in Ballard
at 2220 N.W. Market St. Tickets
are $5, and the all-ages show starts
at 11 p.m.
Felker, Arkin, Wickstead and
White will return to the Odd
Duck theater Nov. 8 for their regular performance.
BS also plans to hold an improv workshop for the members
of Seattle U's Broadway Rejects in
the future.

Katie can be reached at
fardenk@seattleu.edu

Isis Alexander

guardian," while TaDhiye (Tadia)

Staff Writer

"sacrifice."
The play is a delightful piece of
Halloween theater. At some moments it is as cheesy as an early '80s
slasher flick; at others the drama is
so powerful patrons may find themselves wanting to reach out and aid
the characters in distress.
Given the cozy nature of the venue, the actors are in extremely close
proximity to the audience. Yet they
never break character; though they
are only a few feet from the crowd,
they may as well be miles away. They
create their own world on stage.
The use of light and dark also
adds an intriguing psychological element to the play. The room darkens
during each dream sequence, and
audience members are immersed in
pitch blackness for minutes only to
be startled awake as the house lights
explode for each ofTadia's awakenings. The blinding light literally
opens the eyes of the audience and
induces a feeling of disorientation
and unease.
Pop culture references to horror icons like Bruce Campbell are
some of the many jokes littered
throughout the play which create
a light-hearted feeling in spite of
Tadia's ongoing hardships. Some
of the whimsy ends up being questionable; the darker humor makes
the viewer initially want to snicker
before questioning whether or not

A classic fright jumps off the pagand into reality this autumn, and
the script is a tome not to be tested.
In the guise of art, an ancient evil
will take the form of modern theater. This isn't the latest Halloween
horror flick, it is the Open Circle
Theater's retelling of famed literary fright phenomenon H.P.
Lovecraft's "Necronomicon."
The modern retelling centers
around a young woman named
Tadia, whofears she is on thebrink of
insanity as she continuously bounces between stages of insomnia and
narcolepsy. Haunted by visions of
mysterious women being abducted
throughout the ages, her only saving
grace resides in the waking hours she
uses to piece together the puzzle of
her all too realistic dreams.
As Tadia grows ever nearer to
touching the thin veil between reality and illusion, a mysterious man
named Russell Harris enters her
life and the two begin a quest to
uncover the secrets of Tadia's consciousness and those who might
inhabit it. Centered at the heart of
all ofher dreams and turmoil is the
ancient "Necronomicon," or "Book
of the Dead," bound in the skin of
a sacrificial female known as "the
chosen one."
The play spans continents and
eras; the women in Tadia's dreams
range from flappers to those under
persecution for witchcraft. Toward
the close of the play the heroine and
her companion travel to the Middle
East so Tadia may finally rest in peace
in some way or another.
Full of intrigue, deception,
self-mutilation, and squid-like
creatures that go "rabble-rabble,"
"Necronomicon" is at worst both
amusing and educational; actual
Arabic is utilized throughout the
script, including some of the character names. Rasuul Haaris (Russell
Harris) translates to "messenger
es

means

such a reaction is appropriate.

The overall delivery transforms
the audience from theatergoers sitting in a renovated walk-up to something akin to a voyeurs view of an
eccentric coworkers life, keeping
the viewer captivated until the very
last scene.
"Necronomicon" runs Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays until Nov. 15
at Old Circle Theaters new Belltown
location. Tickets are $15 in advance
and at the door.
Isis can be reached at
alexanderi@seattleu.edu

The Writer's Life: Is writing the right art for you?
Sharon Cumberland
Guest Writer
Here's a question for you: how
do you know that writing is your
medium? In earlier columns I've
talked about having the confidence to write, making the time
to write, and not confusing your
identity with your writing. But
consider this: perhaps writing is
not your primary objective, but a
path to get you somewhere else.
Perhaps you have nascent talents
that are waiting to be discovered.
You may actually be a painter in
the making, or a modern dancer,
a musician, an architect, a composer, an actor, or a printmaker.
After all, you're siill young and one
of the jobs ofyouth, especially artistic youth, is to discover which
form of expression is best for you.
It's altogether possible that your
artistic bent hasn't yet found its
true medium.
I don't say this to discourage

you from writing: many artists
have more than one expression—
Bob Dylan paints, John Lennon
illustrated his own poetry, and a
polymath like Sherman Alexie
can't be contained within a single
medium but writes poetry, short
stories, novels, comedy routines,
and movies (and for all I know he
has a wall full of his own paintings at home). So if you're confused about your medium, don't
worry—confusion is the Petri dish
of creativity. College is a time to
try new things and to be open to
forms of expression you haven't
tried before.
There's a very good poster
around campus these days, put out
by the Fine Arts Department, that
invites non-majors to take short
courses in photography, music,
voice, ceramics, drawing, acting
all the activities that stimulate the
right brain; activities that are what
Aristotle called "praxis": the applied, hands-on kind of thinking
—

that comes with working materials, whether the material is paint,
clay, wood, a violin, or your own
body. You can take an elective or a
short course in right-brain activities to help you see the world—
and yourself—from an entirely
different point of view. When I
was a freshman in college I took
a

class in modern dance. I

was a

gawky teenager with knobby knees
acne, about as graceful as a
baby crane. But that class caused
me to develop a lifelong love of
dance, a sense ofrhythm that has
informed my poetry, and an eye
for the moving figure within a picture plane.
Engaging in the applied arts
and

is important for writers for two
reasons: 1) you might find that
your primary medium is something other than poetry, fiction, or
prose and 2) if you are, ultimately,
a writer, knowing how to draw,
paint, sing, play an instrument, or
perform a monologue will give you

important insight into your writing. After all, Shakespeare was an
actor before he was a playwright,
and surviving accounts say he was
pretty good at comic roles. But the
medium of acting was an essential
pathway for him to become a writer—and if his early theater experience was typical, he was probably
painting sets, sewing costumes,
and making props out of papiermache as well. At the beginning of
your artistic life, everything is grist
for the mill, so try as much as you
can, even if you .do it badly. The
point is to find your talents and
to gain insight, not to be a genius
at

everything.

One of the great benefits of a
Jesuit education is that the CORE
requires you to try a litde of a lot—
philosophy, theology, history, lab
science, math. Engineering majors
have to analyze poetry, nursing
majors have to ponder the synoptic
Gospels, and business majors have
to learn how to look at paintings.

This cross-fertilization isn't just to
make you a well-rounded person
(though it has that effect), and it
isn't just to help you figure out
what to major in (though it has
that effect as well). It's also to give
you the rich frame of reference
that will enable your talents to
find their medium over the long
process of development. Learning
a new form of expression may encourage you to be more frep as an
artist—you may start to improvise,
to dance your stories, paint your
poems, sing your novel, sculpt
your memoir.
So forget about grades and
GPAs when it comes to your
art. To quote Sally Bowles from
"Cabaret": "Life is a banquet and
most poor suckers are starving to
death!" Get out there and taste as
much as you can before you get
your mind set on one medium.
Sharon can be reached at slc@

seattleu.edu
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Athletics entices students to games

Thursday, Oct. 30
Volleyball
SU vs. Utah Valley at Orem,
Utah 7:00 p.m. MDT

Friday, Oct. 31
Women's soccer

Cal State Bakersfield vs. SU
at Championship Field 2:00
p.m.

Volleyball
SU vs. Idaho State at

Pocatello, Idaho 7:00 p.m.
MDT

Saturday, Nov. 1
Men's soccer
Simon Fraser vs. SU at
Championship Field 2:30
p.m.

Volleyball
Weber State at
fen, Utah 7:00 p.m. MDT

€vs.

Sunday, Nov. 2
Women's soccer
SU vs. UC Riverside at
Riverside, Calif. 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 5
Women's soccer
Central Washington vs. SU
at Championship Field 2:00
p.m.

Scores
Wednesday, Oct. 22
Volleyball
Spokane, Wash.
Gonzaga3, SUO

Friday, Oct. 24
Women's soccer
Salt Lake City
Utah 4, SU 3

Saturday, Oct. 25

Cross country
Corvallis, Ore.
Men Fourth place, 141
-

Women Fourth place, 121
-

Monday, Oct. 26
Women's soccer
Orem, Utah
SUI, Utah Valley 0

The Oct. 20 press conference was one of many efforts to promote Seattle U's return to Division I
Taylor Olson
Staff Writer
Imagine a day when Seattle
University students will see fellow
classmates on the cover of sports
magazines. Imagine a day when
they participate in March Madness.
Imagine a day when all of Seattle
will see the Seattle U flag flying
atop the Space Needle on the day
of a home game.
These are the visions shared by
coaches, athletic directors and presidents alike. And with Seattle U's
Jan. 1, 2009 return to Division I
celebration approaching, they look
forward to the days when these visions become reality.
"January 1 at Key Arena is a
launching pad for the future of
the university in regard to D-I
athletics," said Seattle University
President Steven Sundborg, S.J.
It will be a historical marker for
Seattle U as they play their first
game in their new home court,
Key Arena; against the last Division
I team they played 29 years ago,
Loyola Marymount University.
John Shaffer, assistant athletic
director of media services at Loyola

Marymount said they are excited to
be a part of this historic event.
"It's good to see the school going
out of their way to create such a fun
environment," Shaffer said.
The Athletic Department has
received criticism for devoting
so much time and energy to the
promotion of this game. Josh
Cooprider, assistant athletic director for external relations and marketing, asked why people don't like
a

good thing.

"We're trying to add another elcampus life," Cooprider
said. "It's a great opportunity to
celebrate the historical move back
to Division I. We're only going to
do this once."
The Athletic Department is planning what will be a university-wide
celebration. They are working with
organizations like SEAC, RedZone
and Associated Students ofSeattle
University to get the students excited about the game. Additionally,
the different colleges within Seattle
U are each coordinating with alumni representatives, faculty and staff
to promote the game to the larger
Seattle U community.
"We're working with every
ement to

of the university because it's
not just a move for men's basketball," Cooprider said. "This is a
huge event; the entire university
is celebrating the move back to
Division I."
Bill Hogan, athletic director,
hopes that the game will be the
first step toward moving into a
conference.
"I think this will be the first
chance to show the West Coast
Conference we're taking this seriously," Hogan said. "We're very
excited about it and we'd love to
have everyone there."
One step the Athletic
Department made toward enticing students to return early from
winter break to see the game is
opening the Residence Halls open
early for students who pre-register
for tickets.
While tickets are free for students, pre-registering for tickets
puts students on a list for early
move-in. The first 300 students to
pre-register will also win a free shirt.
Seattle U will also provide students
with free transportation to and from
the game. There will be a post-game
concert atT.S. McHughes and the
sector

Athletic Department is currently in
the process of booking a band.
Student seating sections are
behind the hoop and next to the
Redhawk's bench. Mens basketball
coach Joseph Callero thinks it's important to have the students on the
floor with the team.
"We want to be connected to
our student body," Callero said. "It
creates an atmosphere that we're in
this together and we need you guys
to help us out."
Cooprider said this game will be
a template for the kinds of traditions they'd like to start and empower the students with the opportunity to be a part of the decision
making process.
Fr. Sundborg believes student
support is vital to the success of
the move.
"I am really committed to having as much as possible, in all appropriate ways, the voice of the
students in our decision making,"
Sundborg said. "We want the students to be a part of this, we want
them to be excited about this, we
want them to enjoy this, and we
want them to be proud of this."
The Student-Athlete Advisory
Committee is helping promote
the gameamong the student body
by encouraging students, and student-athletes to participate in Red
Fridays. SAAC President Shaun
Burl and Vice-President lan Walsh
said they are focused on promoting
the Jan. 1 game via word ofmouth.
They plan on going to the dorms
and telling students about the game
at floor meetings.
Each sports team will have a
booth where family and fans of
each sport can meet the athletes
and learn more about their seasons. Each sport will be honored
in a halftime presentation.
"The bottom line is that this
is one of those experiences that
people will remember for the rest
of their lives regarding college,"
Callero said. "It's an exciting time
for students."

Taylor can be reached at
olsont@seattleu.edu

ASSU adds RedZone to administration
Ben Watanabe
Sports Editor
The Associated Students ofSeattle
University voted 8-0 to include the
RedZone in their administration.
The move ensures students will
continue to run the university sports
fan club.
"It's their body, and students are
still in charge," said ASSU President
Kai Smith.
As a part ofASSU, Red Zone will
receive more institutional access and
support. The executive team consisting of the ASSU president, vice
president, treasurer and the adviser
will select the RedZone president.
The RedZone position will be a paid
administrative assistant in theASSU

office.
An administrative assistant is like
being in the president's cabinet, so
the RedZone president will not receive a vote on ASSU affairs because
it is not an elected position. The
presidential duties will not change.

"Basically nothing's changing
from the club," Red Zone President
Rochelle LeMieux said.

LeMieux presented the idea to
ASSU. In her original plan for the
student club, LeMieux wanted to be
a part of the student government,
like other universities' clubs such
as Gonzaga University's Kennel
Club. By joining ASSU, RedZone
will continue beyond LeMieux's

budget

presidency.
"There always has to be someone
leading the Red Zone after I leave,"

will remain the same this year, but
LeMieux and Smith hope to increase
it. Before receiving the unanimous
vote, a few ASSU representatives
questioned the hiring process and
expressed concerns regarding ASSU
budget increases. Not all voting positions are filled because fall elections
had not finished.

LeMieux said.
Smith will handle administrative tasks related to RedZone such
as purchase orders and coordination
with the Department of Athletics.
Both are working with Athletics
to coordinate events, particularly
perks for RedZone members such
as discounts at Capitol Hill and

Their

current $6,000

First Hill restaurants and stores and
priority seating under the hoop and
courtside standing room at the Jan.
1 men's basketball game against
Loyola Marymount University.
"It's really a win-win-win situation," Smith said. "RedZone gets
institutional and financial support,
ASSU gets access to a new demographic with really exciting events
and it keeps RedZone in student

hands."
With RedZone in the hands of

the students, ASSU and LeMieux
will wait to see if students become
involved enough to perpetuate the
RedZone.
Ben can be reached at
watanabl @seattleu.edu
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Roadrunners run over Redhawks volleyball 3-1
Ben Watanabe
Sports Editor

Despite the Seattle University

Sophomore Jamie Mellies, center, sets up sophomore Janet Beckerman, left, for a kill. Mellies had 22 assists in SU's four game loss.

Faculty support for
SU athletics absent
Alex Lacasse
Staff Writer
Soon competing with the likes
of Gonzaga University, Loyola
Marymount and Georgia Tech,
Seattle University is well on its way
to Division I athletics. Now all that
remains is to fill the stands—and
not only with eager students.
The Student Athlete Advisory
Committee, SAAC, hopes to attract a larger faculty and community presence at athletic games, a
demographic they said lacked over
the years.
"People will come to our games
know us," said lan Walsh,
they
if
senior men's soccer player and
SAAC vice president.
Walsh said by creating a more
visible presence on campus, the
Athletic Department will attract
faculty and community to games
to watch students they know.
"Having people at games is important for us," said Shaun Burl,
senior men's basketball player and
SAAC president.
Sarah Bee, accounting professor and the faculty athletic representative, tries to attend as many
games as possible. Two weekends
ago Bee attended four athletic
competitions.
"The attendance has typically
been pretty low with students and
faculty," Bee said. "I don't notice a
lot of faculty there."
During a women's volleyball
game that weekend, she noticed

something peculiar.
"I think there were more people
from North Dakota [University]
and South Dakota [University]
in the stands than people from
Seattle U," said Bee.
As the faculty athletic representative Bee works closely with

athletes to make sure they have
an objective faculty member to
speak with, outside the Athletic
Department. This includes dealing with grade issues, injuries
and issues which may arise with
coaches.
She is also the chair of the
SAAC. Bee also coached the
woman's volleyball team as a guest
coach, a tactic she said theAthletic
Department uses to involve more
faculty. Also, Bee lives blocks away
from campus; not every professor
has this luxury.
"Not all of the professors are
necessarily a part of the community around Seattle U," Burl said.
Tom Kelley, accounting professor, lives at least one ferry ride
away and is unable to make it to
games frequently. While he has
been to several games in the past,
it will take more for him to make
the drive.
"If they end up like Gonzaga,
I'll be at every game," said Kelley.
The SAAC tried to promote
athletics through events such
as community service projects
and the annual Make-A-Wish
Foundation basketball game.
Fridays have also been deemed
"athletic red" day by the SAAC.
Members hope this will attract a
larger crowd to games and make
athletic programs more visible.
"It has started to pick up a little
bit but it is still too early in the
year," said Burl.
The SAAC plans to also get involved with other clubs on campus
to bridge student athletes with stu-

dents and faculty.
"We want to get
there," said Walsh.

our

Alex can be reached at
lacassea@seattleu.edu
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pep band, the Hawk Rawkers', musical inspiration, Redhawk volleyball
couldn't find its rhythm en route to
a 3-1 loss to Cal State University,
Bakersfield Saturday night.
"It took us a while to wake
up and get energized," said senior captain Libby Graff, a right
side hitter. "Sometimes it just
doesn't connect."
The loss dropped the Redhawks
to 9-17, and improved the
Roadrunners to 13-10.
In front of 215 spectators at
Connolly Center, Bakersfield rolled
through the first game, 25-14, on
14 team kills against Seattle U's
four. Two Bakersfield players, Alysia
Baker and Rosemary Stribling,
had four kills apiece in the first
game alone.
Seattle U gained on Bakersfield
in the second game, trading points
until Bakersfield led 10-6, and
continued to stretch the lead until
winning 25-18. Bakersfield came
together after every victorious
point, while Seattle U struggled to

■Fepej

gain momentum, let alone cheer.
The Redhawks appeared to stop
Bakersfield's offensive progress after a serving error brought Seattle
U within five points, 12-7, but
returned the favor with their own
serving error. After a timeout, Seattle
U won consecutive points to narrow the lead to four points, 14-10,
but lost the serve on another serving error into the net. Bakersfield
pulled away on back-to-back kills by
Bakersfield's Sarah Norman, a senior
outside hitter who finished the game
with 20 kills.
"We knew they were good servers, had strong middle slides and
deep serves," said freshman Kaytlyn
Dill, an outside hitter.
Bakersfield returned to the court
for warm-ups with five minutes remaining in the period break, smiling
during warm-ups after only allowing 32 points in two games. There
were nine tie scores and four lead
changes in the Redhawks' win, 2725. Bakersfield seemed on the way
to winning the game after taking
a 16-10 lead. Then the Redhawks
drew within three points at 20-17
on a kill by Dill, and continued to
trade points until gaining the lead,

23-22. The Roadrunners called a
timeout, which proved beneficial
after winning the point out of the
timeout on a Redhawk error and
then a kill by Norman. Graff's kill
tied the game, 24-24, and Seattle U
led 25-24 before Bakersfield called
a timeout. Norman's kill tied the
game 25-25. A Bakersfield serving
error gave Seattle U a 26-25 lead
and the serve, which set up a Seattle
U ace to win, 27-25.
"I told them if we keep doing

the same thing, we'll lose," said
head coach Shannon Ellis. "We
needed passion."
The Roadrunners kept running
and regrouped to win the fourth
game 25-22. With 12 tie scores and
five lead changes, the fourth game
wentback andforth until Bakersfield
led 22-21 on a kill by freshman outside hitter Lindy DeGeare. Seattle
U tried to regroup with a timeout,
but Bakersfield's DeGeare finished
the game with a kill.
Seattle U heads to Orem, Utah
to play Utah Valley University
on Thursday.
Ben can be reached at
watanabl@seattleu.edu
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ASSU, it's time for strong government
In case anyone missed it, yet another Associated Students of is doing to improve student conditions academically, spiritually
Seattle University election just concluded. Ifyou missed the chalk and socially; the whole person.
on the ground spelling the names of candidates, a few posters
If ASSU doesn't establish its presence on campus with the
scattered here and there in various building on campus or the two students its supposed to represent and earn their trust and respect
e-mails in your inbox reminding you to vote, you're not alone. early on, then how can we expect students to turn to ASSU in
the spring when questions arise about library renovations, tuition
Many missed it.
Every ASSU election season we hear the same campaign slo- increases and larger class sizes? It's simple: Theywon't. And much
gans. Promises of transparency and communication resonate the same as past years, ASSU will start yet another year mak-

from candidates' mouths, assuring students they can trust them
to change the face of student government. If that were true
now, the ASSU Web site would be updated, informative and
easily accessible.
While ASSU followed up with promises such as the addition
of a student representative on the board of trustees or the work
ASSU is currently doing to change the Nighthawk's passenger
capacity policy from two to a four passenger limit, the lack of
enthusiasm around the fall election can't be ignored.
If ASSU intends to reform the non-influential or powerless
stigmas surrounding the organization, the change begins at the
beginning with the campaigning process. That means more
than a poster and your name spelled in chalk across the Quad.
It's another representation of the lackluster efforts made on
behalf of the organization that constantly promises us change

ing promises to change the very image we've been promised in
years past.

The change starts now. Students should be familiar with
ASSU; what it does, how they benefit from it and what resources
are available year-round, not when it is spring quarter, and it's
too late.
Equally, students have their share of the responsibility in this
matter. Students should make the effort to acclimate themselves
with their student government. They should constantly be communicating with and challenging ASSU, reminding them of the
commitment ASSU representatives made in the spring when they
were elected into office as representatives of the student voice.
The first responsibility is in the hands ofASSU. After weeks
of promises ofreform in the past election, students were expecting change this year. The bar is set high ASSU, and not because
students put it there, but because you promised us a high level
every year.
With a year of immense change on the horizon, students need of performance this year.
a strong student government to look toward with questions and
We wait patiently. We're waiting to see more action from our
ASSU
has
the
set
student
concerns.
a precedent of a poweropportunity to
government. We're waiting to see if our efforts to chalful and influential student government. From this point forward, lenge your organization will be worthwhile. We're waiting to hear
Seattle U administration should be eager to know what ASSU that you care enough to really try this year.

ica Martin
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Obama has qualities to lead our country
Aerica Banks
Volunteer Writer
On Nov. 4, we have the privilege
and responsibility to select the candidate who is best suited to recover
an America at its worst. In this time
ofeconomic crisis, global conflict
and relative uncertainty, there is a
clear choice for the candidate who
possesses the intellect, compassion
and confidence to lead this country:
Democratic presidential candidate
Senator Barack Obama.
He mobilized historical numbers of the country's disenfranchised populations: youth, people
of color, sexual minorities and the
low-income. Almost 90 percent of
his campaign funding came from
donors who donated less than $ 100.
Voter turnoutfor this election is expected to surpass records in several
states, but only if we get out and
vote.
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(206) 296-6474 (Advertising)
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Polls show Sen. Obama with a
significant lead; it is imperative that
we vote to confirm this support.
This is our chance to prove to the
world Americans are ready to right
the wrongs of the past eight years
and reclaim our national values of

justice, freedom, tolerance and
progress.
As a person, Sen. Obama embodies the changing face ofAmerica.
With his multicultural background,
international upbringing and involvement in a variety of communities, Sen. Obama is a manifestation of the beautiful diversity of our
country.

As a person, Senator

Obama embodies
the changing face
of America.
An examination of his educa-

tional background, career choices,
voting record and policy proposals
proves Sen. Obama has the skill and
foresight necessary to occupy the
highest position of government.
He graduated from Columbia
University with a B.A. in political
science with a specialization in international relations. He then went
on to Harvard Law wherehe became

the first African American president
of the Harvard Law Review and received his juris doctor (J.D.) Magna
Cum Laude. He moved to Chicago
to practice civil rights law and teach
constitutional law as a senior lecturer
at the University of Chicago. Instead
of choosing a more lucrative position, he chose to serve the community. He served on the Illinois State
Senate for eight years and in 2004
became the third African American
since the Civil War to be elected to
the U.S. Senate.
In the Illinois State Senate, he
worked across party lines to pass
the state Earned Income Tax Credit,
which provided over $ 100 million in
tax cuts to families across the state.
He also expanded early childhood
education and worked with law
enforcement officials to require the
videotaping of interrogations and
confessions in all capital cases.
In the U.S. Senate, headvocated
for the rights of the middle class and
low-income, passing legislation for
ethics reform, government spending transparency and tax relief. He
objected to the Iraq War but supports the troops; he worked with
the Veterans AfFairs to facilitate the

return and rehabilitation ofour veterans from Afghanistan and Iraq.

Sen. Obamas selectionofSenator
Joe Biden, an expert in foreign policy with a long and reputable history
in the U.S. Senate, for running-mate
displays his keen ability to combine
the best ofsenatorial experience with
a proactive and holistic approach to

policy.
Obamas leadership has been noticed by several prominent figures
such as:
-Colin Powell

-Christopher Buckley
-Jeffrey Hart

-Joseph Stiglitz
-Warren Buffett
-Cornell West

-Oprah
-Hillary and Bill Clinton
A vote for Obama is a vote for
change. Add your name to this list
on Nov. 4.
Aerica is the president ofYoung
Democrats of Seattle University. She
is a junior environmental studies
major with a specialization in public
policy and urban affairs.
Aerica can be reached at
banksa@seattleu.edu
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and style errors.

opinion

Increasing voter turnout: Think outside the booth
UWIRE—If Nov. 4 were a
national holiday and the university canceled classes, would that
increase the probability that you.
would vote? What if everyone
voted with mail-in ballots, instead
of having to schlep to a library or
public school? What if you could
vote over the Internet? What if the
act of voting could result in a cash
payment to the voter?
Only 60 percent ofeligible voters participated in the last presidential election. Perhaps if it were
easier to vote, more people would.
The rules governing voting procedures have been changed repeatedly in the past, and they could be
changed again.
There are some outside-the-box
ideas that might increase participation of college students, poor people and other groups who tend not
to turn out to vote.

For example, what if Election
Day were a national holiday?
Every Christmas, Thanksgiving
and Fourth of July, we encourage Americans to devote time to
opening presents, eating turkey

or watching fireworks, so why not
dedicate a day to voting?
An obligation to go to work or
attend classes may prevent some
people from casting a ballot. What
if people didn't have to register in
advance, but could simply show up
on Election Day and register and
vote at the same time? This might
enable even the biggest procrastinators to get down to the polls.
Or what if, instead ofhaving to
visit a polling place at all, everyone voted with a mail-in ballot?
Ten years ago, voters in Oregon
approved a referendum which
specified that all voting be done
by mail.

Perhaps if it were
easier to vote, more

people would.
Oregon voters overwhelmingly
supported this system, and 50 percent of eligible Oregonians voted

in the 2006 midterm election. In
that non-presidential election year,
the nationwide turnout was only
40 percent of eligible voters.

An obligation to go to

Online voting is also worth
considering. Disruption by hackers is a potential problem, but if
we can develop security protocols
which allow financial transactions
be conducted over the Internet,
protecting the voting process could
be possible. Online voting would
allow people to do some searching
online as they fill out their ballots, which could result in more
consideration of candidates and
referendums.
There are reasonable arguments
against all of these suggestions. An
Election Day holiday would cost
millions in lost productivity. Voter
fraud is a concern with mail-in
or online voting, and the lottery
prize model seems to cheapen what
is supposed to be a solemn civic
endeavor.
But we should at least consider
these and other ideas, because our
voting procedures are constantly
evolving. There is no right way to
conduct an election, but we should
always try to encourage as many
people as possible to vote; it's our
civic duty.
to

_

work or attend classes
may prevent some
people from voting.
In 2006, there was also an
unusual initiative on the Arizona
ballot. Proposition 200 would have
established a $ 1 million prize that
would be awarded to one randomly
selected individual who cast a vote

future elections.
Supporters of the initiative argued that more folks would vote if
doing so gave them a chance to win
$1 million. Proposition 200 failed,
so we can't be sure whether a faint
hope for a financial windfall would
actually increase voter turnout, but
it certainly seems plausible.
in

an expensive cancer

undue influence.
A bigger problem is the lack of a
required witness at the death. This
creates the opportunity for an heir
or a stressed out caregiver to administer the lethal dose without dad's
consent. Without a disinterested
witness, who wouldknow the truth?
Even if dad struggled, I-1000 would
give the perfect alibi, "Dad signed
the form. It's what he wanted."
If I-1000 is passed, health care
insurers in Washington will be able
to follow Oregon's lead to steer
patients to "choose" voluntary suicide. Consider the case of Barbara
Wagner. The Oregon Health Plan
refused to pay for an expensive cancer drug to prolong her life, but offered to pay for her assisted suicide
instead. Unable to afford the cancer drug herself, she was steered toward suicide. For every patient who
"chooses" the suicide option, the insurer saves money. The insurer does
not even have to pay for comfort
care as the patient is already dead.
I-1000 is a cost cutters dream.
I-1000 is touted as being about
the patient's choice. However as
written and in practice, the actual
choice belongs to other people. The
patient's insurer would have the ability to steer him towards suicide.
Prevent elder abuse. Vote "No"
on I-1000.

drug to prolong her life.

Margaret Dore

The Oregon Health
Plan refused to pay for

Margaret Dore is a Washington State

Allowing

an

heir, such

as a son

or daughter, to participate in the
request process as a witness makes
it less likely that dad will speak

attorney. She is Immediate Past Chair
of the Elder Law Committee of the ABA
Family Law Section. She was nominated
for the 2005 Butch Blum/Law & Politics

freely. Indeed, when signing a will,

"Award of Excellence." See: www.mar-

this scenario would be presump-

garetdore.com.

tively coercive, i.e. that an heir
pressured him to sign. The probate
that when one of two
witnesses is a taker under the will,
there is a refutable presumption
that the taker-witness "procured
the gift by duress, menace, fraud, or
statute states

Dear Editor,
I am an Oregon doctor and I
have seen the assisted suicide law
in practice.
Oregon Health Plan (Medicaid)
patients have received health

The Ten:
Scariest places
on campus
10. Giant sequoia.
Would be scarier, but
recent trimming made
it huggable.
9. Southside of
Campion Hall, on

Jefferson Street.

8. Lemieux Library
Reading Room.
Silence is eerie. Some
might describe it as

"dead silent."

7. Mysterious

"restricted access"
top floor of Lemieux
Library.

6. Pigott Atrium at
night Look closely
at the Chihuly glass
sculpture, Accendo.
5. Xavier Hall, any
time of day.

Letters to the Editor: Vote no on 1-1000
Dear Editor,
Initiative 1000, the proposed
assisted suicide initiative is touted
as giving individuals "choice" regarding their end of life decisions.
However, as written and in practice,
I-1000 would give the actual choice
to other people.
This is due to a lack of safeguards and the way I-1000 would
affect access to health care. I-1000
puts many people at risk, including:
Senior citizens, due to a lack ofsafeguards, I-1000 puts them at risk of
abuse by their heirs and caregivers;
everyone, especially the poor. This is
due to our health care system.
How I-1000 Works: First, there
an
is
application process to obtain
the lethal dose, in which the patient
meets with an attending physician
and a consulting physician. This
process includes a written request
form with two required witnesses.
I-1000 allows one of these witnesses
to be an heir. Once the lethal dose is
issued by the pharmacy, there is no
oversight. The death is not required
to be witnessed.
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insurance letters informing them
that cancer chemotherapy is not
covered, but assisted suicide is
covered. Advocates of assisted suicide stress choice, but what happens when assisted suicide is your
only choice?

The message from

Oregon is, "We'll pay
for you to die, but not
pay for you to live."
Barbara Wagner of Springfield,
Oregon received such a letter this
summer. The Oregon Health Plan
will not pay the cost of surgery,
chemotherapy or radiotherapy for
patients with a less than 5 percent
expected 5-year-survival; even when
that "treatment is intended to prolong life or alter disease progression."
However such patients are eligible
to receive comfort care, which in
Oregon includes assisted suicide.
The message from Oregon, so aptly
stated by Barbara Wagner, is "We'll
pay for you to die, but not pay for
you to live."
You have the choice.
The New York State Task Force
on Life and the Law studied assisted suicide and concluded: "No
matter how carefully any guidelines
are framed, assisted suicide will be
practiced through the prism ofsocial
inequality and bias that characterizes the delivery of services in all
segments of our society, including
health care."
Assisted suicide saves HMOs
money. I-1000 endangers your
health. This Oregon doctor urges
you to vote "No."

Dr. Kenneth Stevens
Dr. Kenneth Stevens, M.D., Professor

Emeritus, Radiation Oncology, Oregon
Health & Science University.

Dear Editor,
Last week in The Spectator there
was an editorial asking the question
of what the Athletic Department
was doing to increase student interest in athletics, specifically the Jan. 1
men's basketball game at Key Arena
against Loyola Marymount. Well,
Josh Cooprider, assistant athletic
director for marketing and external
relations, has plenty of ideas for the
students, some of which he covered
while being interviewed for a story
appearing earlier in this newspaper.
But we in the athletic department
want to know: What do you, the
student, want at Seattle U athletic
events? Is free stuff enough? Do you
come out just to support friends that
you have on one of the teams? Do
you need another reason to attend
a basketball game, a soccer match,
or a Softball doubleheader?

What do you, the

student, want at SU

MR.'

4. Lower mall outside
the Student Center. A

recent hotbed of oncampus crime.

3. Lynn basement.
Creepy and gross:
There are no windows, and it flooded
two years ago. Plus,
it may have been a
mortuary.

2. Bessie Burton
Sullivan assisted living
home, now called
Chardin Hall. Rumored
to be haunted.
1. Men's bathroom in
Campion basement.

Quote of the week
"I'm going to guess
the candy I gave out
gave me the edge."
Alanna Welsh
ASSU Freshman Rep.
See page two for the story
on ASSU election winners.

athletic events? Is
free stuff enough?
When the Seattle Seahawks
moved from the Kingdome to
now-Qwest Field, the organization
asked the fans to establish some traditions at the new field. The Seattle
Sounders FC are also empowering
their fans, creating a membership
organization that will make important decisions such as the retention
of the team's general manager. After
29 years away from Division I, it's
time to start creating new traditions
at Seattle U. And the student body
is going to be a major part of these
creations, because we want students to be active in whatever they

participate in.
So if you have an idea about how
the students can become more involved in Seattle U athletics, contact
marketing graduate assistant Chris

Cadogan at cadoganc@seattleu.edu.
Come to the final home contests for
soccer and volleyball as a warm-up
for basketball season. Register for
your tickets to the Jan. 1 game at
Key Arena. Spread the word to your
family, your friends, anybody, that
something special and unique is
happening here.
Jason Behenna
Jason Behenna is the sports information
director for the Department of Athletics

at Seattle University.

lastlooks

reports
safety
public

A season of unexpected pleasures

Auto Prowl
September 24 9:00 p.m.

Public Safety investigated a vehicle
break-in reported by a community
member. The owner of the vehicle
found the driver side window broken and a portable GPS device
missing.

Trespass Warning
September 25 1:45 am
Public Safety observed an individ-

ual recklessly driving a scooter in
the Chardin parking lot and along
the Murphy Access Road. Public
Safety found the driver later inside
a residence hall. The male was
identified as a past student, and
was trespass warned and escorted off campus with his scooter.
Conduct
September -25 5:30 a.m.
Public Safety received a report
from a resident student that she
could not reach the RA on duty.
The studentadvised PublicSafety
that her roommate's boyfriend was
in her room and she felt uncomfortable. The boyfriend departed
campus and Housing Residence
Life followed up.
&

Malicious Mischief
September 25 11:40 p.m.
Public Safety observed one of the
Facilities electrical carts had been
placed in thefountain of the Quadrangle. Public Safety responded
to the fountain and was able to
push the cart out of the water.
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Narcotics
September 26 2:50am.
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For a complete listing of public
safety incidents check out our Web
site at www.su-spectator.com

3458691
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PublicSafety responded to report
of a burning smell in a residence
hall. Public Safety and an RA
contacted student residents and
documented an incident of using
marijuana and alcohol.

[I

I

Public Safety contacted one former SU student male along the
north side of the Administration
building. The male was found urinating in the bushes. Public Safety
confirmed identification through
card and escorted the
lie off campus.

There's something magical about fall—flurries of leaves ride through the crisp
air and turn the dull city pavement to a montage of red, yellow and orange.
Familiar places are transformed by the bittersweet goodbye to summer. If
there's one thing autumn reminds us of, it's that nothing is permanent. These
photos attempt to capture the energy and unexpected pleasures ofthe season.
Photos by Sara Bernert
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Urinating in Public
September 26 2:30 am.
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